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86% of radiologists believe 
that Beekley Medical’s 

TomoSPOT® skin markers for 
marking scars in DBT are safer 
to read through, compared to 
another brand.

Radiologists think TomoSPOT® skin 
markers for marking scars are safer 
because the scar marker is wider, 
less dense, and does not obscure the 
calcification margins making the 
calcification easy to identify and 
more conspicuous.

81% of radiologists feel 
that Beekley Medical’s 

TomoSPOT® skin markers for 
marking scars in DBT are less 
likely to obscure 0.24mm and 
0.32mm calcifications.

Radiologists are concerned that the 
other brand is the same thickness and 
density as the calcification, and that it 
may obscure the actual calcification. 
They also point out that even though 
the other brand has a smaller 
footprint, they feel it is too linear and 
dense, is harder to see through, and 
the discontinuous nature of the scar 
marker is confusing.

Beekley Medical® TomoSPOT® skin markers for marking scars are the preferred and safer 
choice for radiologists when interpreting mammographic images in digital breast tomosynthesis.

Skin markers help identify and permanently document areas of interest on the breast and should aid the radiologist when 
interpreting images. It is important that a skin marker not obscure tissue detail – especially subtle areas of architectural 
distortion and fine microcalcifications.

A panel of 29 radiologists1 was asked to examine two sets of phantom images in a side-by-side, double-blind comparison 
and record which tomosynthesis scar marker they felt was more likely to obscure a 0.32mm and 0.24mm calcification and 
which was the safer skin marker for clinical use.

Sensitivity in Digital Breast Tomosynthesis (DBT) 
Influences Choice of Skin Marker to Expose Cancers

Scar Marker A: Other brand’s tomosynthesis 
scar marker 

Phantom Image With Scar Marker Placed On 0.32mm Calcification:

Scar Marker B:  TomoSPOT® skin markers 
for marking scars  REF  783

Phantom Image With Scar Marker Placed On 0.24mm Calcification:

Scar Marker C: Other brand’s tomosynthesis 
scar marker 

Scar Marker D:  TomoSPOT® skin markers 
for marking scars  REF  783

1 Phantom Comparison Survey Study – Beekley Medical, March 2017




